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Jovay Ross was a warm and compassionate woman who had a great sense of humor. Because of her personality and her joy for living, she was fun to be around. Of all the delights of her life, family was the greatest. On them, Jovay poured her love and laughter. 

Jovay was born at a time when America was enjoying the peace and prosperity of post-WWII optimism. Growth in industry and jobs gave workers the opportunity to build homes and start families that launched the baby boom era. One such family from Michigan was Donald and Agatha (Beard) Ross. They began the year 1953 with the birth of their fourth child, Jovay, on January 26th . Though born in Flint, Jovay and her older sisters, Sharon and Gaytha, and brother Don, grew up in Saugatuck, located on the shores of Lake Michigan. Jovay enjoyed the life that a lake town offered and spent many hours at the beach. Going to the beach meant stopping at Redwood Drive Inn for burgers and frosted root beer or to the Root Beer Barrel for a foot long hot dog. Jovay enjoyed roller skating as a teen and all the joys of being a Girl Scout. Her fun and nurturing childhood shaped Jovay's character for years to come.

As a young adult, Jovay began her career by attending Beauty School in Port Huron, Michigan. Over the years, she worked as a hair dresser in St. Clair and in Holland. Life outside of work drew Jovay back to the lake for boating or home to watch her favorite TV shows, 60 Minutes or Lifetime. Being an animal lover, her dogs Sissy and Spencer received a lot of Jovay's attention. But nothing pleased her more than spending time with her family. Jovay adored her family and they knew it. Though she was married for a time, no children were born to Jovay, but she loved her step-children, nieces and nephews as her own. To them, Jovay was Jo Jo. They brought out her traits of being fun-loving and nurturing.

The love Jovay's family has for her will always remain, even as they mourn her and fondly remember all she meant to them.

Jovay Ross, age 54, of Holland, died Thursday, March 15, 2007 at Holland Hospital. Surviving are her Step-children, Carrie Stockwell, Larry Stockwell, Kenny Stockwell, and Arie Vink; Step Grandchildren, Susan and Kayla; 2 sisters, Sharon Smith, of Saugatuck, and Gaytha Ross, of Saugatuck; a brother, Donald Ross, of Holland; Nieces and nephews, Mark Hall, Robin Bell, Kristin VanderYacht, Shane Smith, Dewey Starrett II, Michelle DeJong, Jamie Jovay Figueroa, and Ryan Ross. She is also survived by many great nieces and nephews. 

Funeral services are scheduled for Monday, 1:00PM, at the Saugatuck Chapel, Dykstra Life Story Funeral Homes, 520 Lake St., Saugatuck, MI. Officiating will be the Rev. Dennis DeWitt. Burial will be in Riverside Cemetery, Saugatuck. Visitation is scheduled for Monday, from 12:00Noon until the time of the service at the funeral home.

Please visit www.lifestorynet.com where you can share a memory, sign the guestbook, or make a memorial contribution to the Harbor Humane Society.

